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Leaders in Mathematics Education Fall 2000
PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL OF Breaking news about the Spring, 2001, PCSM
SUPERVISORS OF MATHEMATICS Conference in Pittsburgh: We hopefuily have
lined up Joan Ferrini-Mundy (chair of the
, : writing group for the Standards 2000 Project) as
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE the keynote speaker. Again, please make every
, - possible effort to attend.
Frnom the President

" - Bernie Schroeder

Greetings from your president - still a man of
few words - so here are my few words.

Thursday - October 12, 2000, is a date to
remember. PCSM and NCSM are co-
sponsoring a leadership workshop on issues
related to bringing the NCTM Principles and
Standards for School Mathematics to life, as
part of the NCTM Eastern Regional
Mathematics Conference at the Pennsylvania
Conference Center in Philadelphia. This two-
part workshop will run from 8:00 AM to 9:00
AM and from 9:30 AM to 10:30 AM, and will
be led by Grace Kelemanik from City on a
Hill High School in Boston, Massachusetts.
Please make every possible effort to attend.
(For more details see page 8.)

PLAN TOATTEND
THE NCTM EASTERN REGIONAL
"CONFERENCE
PENNSYLVANIA CONVENTION CENTER

PHILADELPHIA, PA
12-14 OCTOBER 2000
visit NCTM Web site <www.nctm.org> for
complete program listing and
registration information

News from the two Governor's Math Institutes
at the Penn Stater (just outside State College)
July 17-21 and August 14-18: The word on the
street is that the participants found most of the
presentations to be quite inspiring and useful.
(See p. 4 for one teacher's glowing assessment
of the Institute.) All elementary seats (40) at
both sessions were filled, but there were some
vacancies in the middle school and high school
sections (30 seats each) at both sessions. One
cannot help wondering why the vacancies.

(Continued on page 2)
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AWARDS, AWARDS, AWARDS

Nominations are being taken for the prestigious
awards presented annually to outstanding
Mathematics Educators. The awards will be
presented at the annual meeting in Pittsburgh.

Il Awards will be presented for Outstanding
Service to PCSM, Outstanding Contribution to
Mathematics Education, and an outstanding
educator will be elected to the Supervisors Hall
of Fame.

If you would like to nominate someone for any
of these awards, please submit a letter stating
“the person's qualifications by February 1, 2001
fo:
Mary Foley
228 Sanderson Avenue
Otlyphant, PA 18447

or foleymmath@earthlink.net

Mathweb2000 Is Coming to You.

The first-ever 100% Web-based mathematics
conference hits your browser Qctober 30-
November 17, 2000. The theme for Mathweb
2000 is "Assessment: Benchmarks for Success."
Engage in open dialogue with educators
representing elementary, middle, and secondary
levels. All you need is an Internet connection to
tap into a world of practical experience on state,
district, and classroom assessment. (See page 7
for some interesting readings on assessment.)
Sponsors include NCTM, PBS, Hewlett-
Packard, Modeling Middle School Mathematics
(MMM), and the Show-Me Center. Visit
<http://www.groupjazz.com/mathweb2000> for
details and register today!

Sponsor and exhibitor opportunities are also
available. Visit the Web site for details or
contact math@groupjazz.com.

rr——
—— |

Meet Janie L. Zimmer

Janie I.. Zimmer is the new Mathematics Associate for
Research for Better Schools (RBS) and its Mid-Atlantic
Eisenhower Consortium for Mathematics and Science
Education. She will direct the activities of the
Consortium's Pennsylvania State Team and provide
regional leadership for the improvement of mathematics
and science curricula. Ms. Zimmer's experience includes
over 30 years in education, 20 years in local and national
leadership roles, and the most recent 10 years as
Coordinator of Mathematics (K-12) for Maryland's
Howard County Public School System. She has worked
on programs with various school systems, associations,
universities, and for the past decade with the National
Security Agency. She has served as president of the
Maryland Council of Teachers of Mathematics and as the
Eastern Representative for the Regional Services
Committee for the National Council of Teachers of
Mathematics. Ms. Zimmer is triple-certified in Maryland
as a superintendent, principal/supervisor, and advanced
teacher of mathematics, and she holds a master's degree in
mathematics education from Loyola College in Maryland.
Janie has worked with PCSM and PCTM in her role on
NCTM's Regional Services Committee, and she looks
forward to continuing to work with us in the years to
come. She can be reached at <zimmer@rbs.org>.

Eisenhower Consortium Provides
Newsletters for Educators

The Mid-Atlantic Eisenhower Consortium for
Mathematics and Science Education introduces the free
email publication Riptides. Each month the publication
features information about new products, Web sites,
workshops, and other items of interest to mathematics and
science educators.

Connect quickly to regional and national resources using
Riptides' one-paragraph summaries and Web site links.
This "hands-on-mouse" news digest is for anyone
concerned with today's mathematics and science
education issues, including standards, systemic reform,
and professional development,

To preview this publication, go to
<www2.tbs.orgfec.nsf/pages/Riptides>,

To subscribe, send an e-mail to listserv@lists.rbs.org with

the following line in the body of the message:

subscribe riptides (firstname lastname). For more

information visit the consortium's homepage at

<www.rbs.org> or call 215-574-9300,
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ACT 48 NEWS

Teachers planning to earn ACT 48 "hours" by
attending conferences and workshops this year
need te check (immediately) to be sure that their
school district (IU or diocese) has listed the host
organization in their Professional Education
Plan. NCTM, PCTM, PCSM, MCWP, and
other organizations which provide professional
development activities must be listed in the
above mentioned plan when it is submiited
{prior to October 1, 2000). Some districts have
included a broad statement that professional
agencies which address the goals and identified
needs of their plan will be approved, and
teachers will be awarded credit for participation.

Those participating in professional development
activities, for the next three years, receive hours
toward Act 48 requirements only if the host
organization or event is recognized in the Plan
(by October 1%). The "hours” are reported to the
PDE by the school entity.

* ¢ 4+ ¢ 4 4+ 4+ ¢ 0

NCTM's

79th Annual Meeting
NCTRNA

Orlando, Florida
5-7 April 2001

For more information contact:

National Council of Teachers of Mathematics
1906 Association Drive

Reston, VA 20191-1593

fax: (703) 476-2970

tet: {703)620-9840

annimtg@nctm.org

www.nctm.org

UPCOMING EVENTS

NCTM Eastern Regional Conference
October 12-14, 2000, Philadelphia, PA

School Science and Mathematics Association (SSMA)
"Celebrating Diversity" Conference

October 20-21, 2000, Albuquerque, NM
For more information visit the Web site <www.ssma.org>

Second National FANS Conference, Focusing on
Families and Standards

November 9-10, 2000, New Brunswick, NJ

The FANS Project, Families Achieving the New
Standards in Mathematics, Science and Technology
<http://dimacs.rutgers.edu/fans/>

Greenwich Japanese School, Lesson Study Open
House

November 14, 2000; information is available at
<www.tc.edu/centers/lessonstudy/Events Nov14 htm>
Registration fee of $60, with a registration deadhne of
October 7, 2000

The University of Chicage School Mathematics
Pro;ect (UCSMP)

15® Annual Conference and 12® Annual Inservices
November 11-12, 2000

Ida Noyes Hall, University of Chicago, Chicago, IL
Contact UCSMP at ucsmp@uchicago.edu or call
(773) 702-1130

The Thirteenth International Conference on
Technology in Collegiate Mathematics (ICTCM)
November 16-19, 2000, Atlanta, GA

Contact Christine Terrano at 1-800-472-6288 or
christine terrano@pearsoned.com

International Conference on ""Mathematics for
Living"

November 18-23, 2000, Amman, Jordan

Contact Dr. Rogerson at arogerso{@mira.net

. Association of Mathematics Teacher Educators

{AMTE) 2001 Conference

January 18-20, 2001, Costa Mesa, CA
Visit the AMTE Web site:
<www.ceemast.csupomona.edu/amte/>

Second Conference of the European Society for
Research in Mathematics Education (CERME 2)
February 24-27, 2001, Mariansk Lazne, Czech Republic
<http./fwww.erme.uni-osnabrueck.de/cerme2. html>
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GRANTS AND AWARDS

The National Foundation for the
Improvement of Education (NFIE) awards
grants of up to $1000 to individuals to engage in
professional development activities. Apply now
for Spring 2001 training (October 15,2000
deadline). For more information about the grant
process, go to <http://. www.nfie.org/grants. htm>

2001 GIFT Grant Program Announced
Applications for the Growth Initiatives for
Teachers (GIFT) Program - a $15,000 grant for
secondary science and math teachers - are now
available. Those interested can call 860-315-
5010 or email gifi@gte.com. Applications are
also available online at <http://www.gte.com/
AboutGTE/community/gte_foundation/
opportunities/gift. html>,

Presidental Awards for Excellence in
Mathematics and Science Teaching
(PAEMST) <www.nsf. gov/PA>

These awards recognize talented teachers who
exhibit exemplary teaching and leadership
skills. Visitthe PAEMST Web site to download
an application.

Mid-Atlantic Eisenhower Consortium for
Mathematics and Science Education
<http://www.rbs.org/ec.nsf>

The U.S. Department of Education has awarded
Research for Better Schools (RBS) a five-year
grant to continue operations of the Mid-Atlantic
Eisenhower Consortium. The Consortium will
continue to focus on providing intensive
professional development and technical
assistance to educators based on effective
curriculum, instruction, and assessment
practices, and guided by its mission to support
improvement in teaching and student
performance. '

Readings for Professional Development

So little time and so much to read. Here are
some suggestions:

The Innovative Potential of the Mathematics
Coordinator by Robert J. Riehs (published by
the Mid-Atlantic Eisenhower Consortium)
explores the potential of subject-area
coordinators for stimulating, facilitating, and
supporting innovation in mathematics
education. This book is available from RBS

Publications; visit the RBS Web site

<http.//www.rbs.org/eisenhower>.

Two provocative critiques of the current
emphasis on standardized testing: "Why
Standardized Tests Don't Measure Educational
Quality" by W. James Popham (available at
<http://www.ascd. org/readingroom/edlead/9903
fextpopham.htm!>) and The Schools Our
Children Deserve - Moving beyond Traditional
Classrooms and Tougher Standards by Alfie
Kohn (Houghton Mifflin, 1999). Mr. Kohn

is an outspoken critic of standardized

tests as a means of measuring educational
achievement.

"Exploring Children's Thinking about
Mathematicians and Their Work" by D. Rock &
J. Shaw in Teaching Children Mathematics
(May 2000, p. 550) includes an excellent listing
of resources and Web sites related to this topic.

"Mathematics in the Middle Grades"
<http://public.sdsu.edu/CRMSE/RP_JTS htm]>
This paper by Judith T. Sowder, subtitled

- "Linking Research and Practice” was presented

at the National Conference on Curriculum,
Instruction, and Assessment in the Middle
Grades in July 2000. Dr. Sowder discusses
"some of what we know about mathematics in
the middle school that affects the leaming
process." She uses several math problems to
illustrate her points.
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